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PERTH FASHION FESTIVAL 

Statement by Minister for Culture and the Arts 

MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Culture and the Arts) [2.01 pm]: Tonight marks the opening 
of the seventeenth Telstra Perth Fashion Festival, which will run for five days, with its glamorous closing party 
this coming Sunday evening. The state government is proud to provide funding for the festival, which has now 
established itself as Western Australia’s leading designer fashion event. Over $800 000 in financial support has 
been provided to this year’s festival through the Department of Culture and the Arts and Tourism WA. This 
government support recognises the value of WA’s local fashion industry, as well as the interstate and 
international tourism and exposure the festival generates. This fantastic festival adds vibrancy to the state, raises 
the profile of WA through an estimated $50 million worth of media coverage and attracts many visitors. In fact, 
over the next five days, Perth will host 150 designers from Australia and around the world, presenting their 
designs over 25 showcase events. These include a range of free and ticketed events, plus community activities to 
further complement the festival. The main festival events will be held in the forecourt of the Perth Concert Hall, 
with a number of free shows in Forrest Place. 

This year, as in previous years, I will be attending the WA Designer Runway, which provides valuable exposure 
to the state’s emerging and established designers, who are certainly holding their own against their international 
counterparts. The festival has a long history of supporting local talent, which has led to many international 
success stories for WA designers and models. 

The Telstra Perth Fashion Festival is a wonderful event on Perth’s arts and social calendar, and with 
35 000 people expected to attend over the next five days, it is clearly also a popular one. I congratulate the 
organisers for bringing together local and international talent in such a spectacular festival. 
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